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LEEDS ARTS CENTRE was formed in 1945 as an amateur society to
encourage and foster interest in the arts. Originally it comprised Drama groups
- including Children's Theatre - a Fine Arts group and musical, literary and film
sections. The Drama group is a friendly society, working together to maintain
the high standard of its productions and after sixty years at the Civic Theatre it
now presents four plays every season, usually in February, March/April,
May/June and October, at the Carriageworks Theatre under the umbrella of
Leeds Civic Arts Guild.

We are a friendly society, working together to maintain the high standards for
which our productions are known.

'‘Green Room’ offers members the opportunity to perform short plays,
extracts and rehearsed readings for a restricted audience; it gives newer
members experience of acting, directing, backstage work and also offers the
chance to perform new writing or more experimental work.

The society also hosts regular play readings and social events.

New members are always welcome, and you don’'t need any experience to
jomn. As well as acting you could become involved with directing, production
management, stage management, set and costume design or construction,
co-ordinating properties or costumes, prompting, sound recording and
operation, front of house management and publicity. If you are interested in
joining, then please speak to a member of our friendly team, you can also
contact us by email at publicity@leedsartscentre.org.uk or in writing to The
Membership Secretary, Leeds Arts Centre, c/o Carriageworks Theatre,
Millennium Square, Leeds LS2 3AD.

Leeds Arts Centre is run by a committee of members which is elected every
year. \We are a registered charity and are funded by the money we make from
ticket sales and subscriptions, plus other fund-raising activities.

Our members range in age from 16 to 80+ and we have a strong core of
both younger and older members, who come from all walks of life and from
a wide range of backgrounds. To find out more why not visit
www.leedsartcentre.org.uk where you can complete an application form in
the ‘Join Us’ section.
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Welcome to Leeds Arts Centre’s production of The Rose and
Crown and After Midnight — Before Dawn

It has been said of David Campton that he is an exponent of the
‘Comedy of Menace’, in a similar vein to Harold Pinter. There is little to
laugh at in After Midnight — Before Dawn, written in 1978, but there Is
plenty of menace, which culminates in violence. He explores the
reactions of ordinary women caught in a situation that they struggle to
understand, and how such a situation can lead to extraordinary
reactions. Which of us can say that the imminence of death would make
us behave any better than some of the characters in the play do? They
all know that they face a slow agonising death and some, when shown
an opportunity to avoid it, decide to risk all.

In this same theme of reaction to the inevitability of death, J.B Priestley
explores in The Rose & Crown, (written for television in 1946), how his
characters cope with the possibility that they must shortly die. He uses
his well-tried method of allowing characters to unthinkingly condemn
themselves, before being called to account by an implacable judge. It
may be useful to reflect that in 1946 the country was struggling with the
after effects of a savage, draining, war. Food and vital commodities
were still rationed, and the notion of sacrificing one’s life for the benefit
of others had been all too common a factor for the previous six years.

Being short, these plays represent a considerable challenge to director
and actors in getting across character and meaning in a fairly brief time.
| am indebted to my casts, and to the always brilliant but unseen team
of creatives who have worked extremely hard to bring this production to
you.

Kind regards

Kewn
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Leeds Arts Centre

Leeds Arts Centre I1s a registered charity and non-profit making
organisation. We have a wide range of high gquality men's and women's
costumes available to hire at competitive rates.

These include:

Period costumes
Character costumes
Evening dress
Military uniforms
Suits

Accessories

For more information, please see our website at
http://www.leedsartscentre.orq.uk/costume-hire

Keep in Touch!

To keep up with all the latest Leeds Arts Centre news follow us on:

http://www.facebook.com/groups/LeedsArts http:/Awitter.com/#!/leedsartscentre/
Centre/
News and info Updates on the go

Visit http://www.leedsartscentre.org.uk/
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Biographies
Ken Taylor - Director

Alhambra Iin Bradford, and at the
Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford-upon-Avon.
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After Midnight — Before Dawn Biographies

Maureen Willis - Pious Woman

‘Harvey’, and ‘Top Girls’.

Ken Is a very experienced actor and director, and
has been with Leeds Arts Centre since 2012. He
has acted on stage and on film, and in 2016 directed
a team of actors from Leeds Arts Centre in an RSC
production of A Midsummer Night's Dream at the

Royal

Maureen (Mo to us!) is currently Chair of Leeds Arts
Centre, which she joined in 2012. Since then she has
appeared in ‘Duets’, ‘The Visit’, ‘Vagina Monologues™
Dry Rot, Kindertransport’, ‘Sense & Sensibility’,






