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LEEDS ARTS CENTRE was formed in 1945 as an amateur society to
encourage and foster interest in the arts. Originally it comprised Drama
groups - Including Children's Theatre - a Fine Arts group and Musical,
Literary and Film sections and was based in the Civic Theatre (now Leeds
City Museum). Leeds Arts Centre moved to its new home at the
Carriageworks in 2005. We are a friendly society, working together to
maintain the high production standards. We now present four plays every
season, usually in February, March/April, May/June and October, at the
Carriageworks Theatre under the umbrella of Leeds Civic Arts Guild.

'‘Green Room’ events give members the opportunity to perform short
plays, extracts and rehearsed readings for a members only audience. They
give newer members experience of acting, directing, backstage work and
also offer the chance to perform new writing or more experimental work.

The society also hosts regular play readings and social events.

New members are always welcome, and you dont need any
experience to join. As well as acting you could become involved with
directing, production management, stage management, set and costume
design or construction, co-ordinating properties or costumes, prompting,
sound recording and operation, front of house management and
publicity. If you are interested in joining, then please speak to a member of
our friendly team. You can also contact us by email at
publicity@leedsartscentre.org.uk or Iin writing to The Membership
Secretary, Leeds Arts Centre, c/o Carriageworks Theatre, Millennium
Square, Leeds LS2 3AD.

Leeds Arts Centre i1s run by a committee of members which is elected
every year. We are a registered charity and are funded by the money we
make from ticket sales, subscriptions and fund-raising activities.

Our members range in age from 18 to 80+ and we have a strong core of
both younger and older members, who come from a wide range of
backgrounds. To find out more, why not visit www.leedsartcentre.org.uk
where you can complete an application form in the ‘Join Us’ section.
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Welcome to Leeds Arts Centre’s production of Unspoken

Director’s ramblings

Stammering is a much misunderstood issue. It is not just what you may
observe or hear but can affect a person’s feelings about themselves and
others and the choices he/she makes about how they live.

In a previous life as a Speech & Language Therapist | have been privileged to
hear many stories of individuals. | never failed to marvel at their courage and
resilience.

One specific person was on my mind when starting the writing process. You
can read his story later in this programme: | have called him Patrick (although
that i1s not his real name).

During the writing and in rehearsals, the stammering community across
Yorkshire and the British Stammering Association have given their time to
help Unspoken be an authentic and credible representation of stammering.
| and the whole cast benefited enormously from discussions with, and
mentoring from them, which | believe has added another dimension to the
Interpretation and performances you will see tonight. | hope this play will go
some way towards a better understanding of what it is to live alongside this
problem.

Finally, my thanks go to the whole cast and production team. We have had so
much fun bringing this together. | hope you will have as much enjoyment
seeing it performed.

Please grab a drink from the bar at the end of the show and come back for
the post show discussion with the cast and others from the stammering
community.

Thanks for coming!

Dr Trud Y Stewart
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Leeds Arts Centre Costume Hire

Leeds Arts Centre is a registered charity and non-profit making organisation.
We have a wide range of high quality men's and women's costumes available

to hire at competitive rates.
These include:

Period costumes
Character costumes
Evening dress
Military uniforms
Suits

Accessories

For more information, please see our website at
www.leedsartscentre.org.uk/costume-hire

Keep in touch!

To keep up with all the latest Leeds Arts Centre news follow us on:

http.//www.facebook.com/groups/ http:/twitter.com/#!/leedsartscentre/
LeedsArtsCentre/
News and info Updates on the go

Visit www.leedsartscentre.org.uk/
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Biographies
Neil Rathmell - Writer

Neil Rathmell grew up In Yorkshire, where he now lives.
His first experience of theatre was as a member of
Bradford Civic Playhouse when he was a pupil at
Woodhouse Grove School. He read English at Jesus
College, Cambridge, and has worked in state schools in
England as teacher, adviser and  inspector. His
published work includes novels, short stories, plays,
poems and essays. His first novel, The Old School, was
published by Faber & Faber. ‘Integrity and exactness
shine forth from every page’ (Sunday Times). His short works of fiction have

been published in literary magazines in the UK and Ireland.
www.neilrathmell.com

Trudy Stewart - Director and Writer

Dr Trudy Stewart worked as a speech and language
therapist for nearly 40 years, specialising in stammering.
She was Clinical Lead of the Stammering Support
Centre In Leeds, a researcher, conference presenter
and author of several texts on stammering. Her last
book 'Stammering: a resource book for teachers' was
published last year. Currently, she is writing children’s
stories, learning French and directing plays.

_ Oliver Sapier - Alex

Oliver Sapier is currently studying Business
Management at the University of Birmingham. He has
been acting for 9 years, playing over 20 characters, and
. wants to pursue acting as a career due to his passion
for the arts. This passion was born after playing The
Artful Dodger (from Oliver) when he was 10. He prides
himself on being a versatile actor, considering every
role available to him. However, he has a keen interest in thought-provoking
drama, much like Unspoken.

Yd‘” B
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Pam Wilson - Mother, Sophia, Course Leader, Parveen & Customer 1

Pam is amazed to realise that she has been a member
of Leeds Arts Centre for more than 40 vyears,
running the whole gamut of roles from naive ingénue to
curmudgeonly old woman (with several sub-human
characters on the way) and occasionally directing. Off-
stage she has contributed to wardrobe, props and
set-painting - none of which involve learning any lines -
and now edits Leeds Arts Centre's monthly newsletter.

Maureen Willis - Grandmother, Jennifer, Course Leader, School
Librarian & Caller 1

Maureen (Mo to us!) i1s currently Chair of Leeds Arts
Centre, which she joined in 2012. Since then she has
enjoyed a variety of roles. Offstage she has contributed
to wardrobe, props, set painting and also organises the

group’s play reading evenings.

Djo Fisher— James, Garage Mechanic, Class Teacher, Customer 2,

Careers Teacher, Bus Driver & Caller 2

Djo was born and grew up in Leeds. He i1s a new
member of Leeds Arts Centre and this is his first time
acting. He has always loved writing and performing
poetry and thought it was about time he dipped his toe

into the world of acting.







