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Notes on Unspoken
Unspoken: a new play about stammering.

Neil Rathmell and Trudy Stewart collaborated and wrote this interesting
representation of one man’s struggle to live openly with his stammer.

The narrative of the play centres around Alex, a young man who has been
hiding his stammer all his life. The audience see Alex preparing to go out and
we learn that he plans to propose to his girlfriend during the evening.
However, this event appears less important as Alex is grappling with a bigger
issue. He must decide whether to tell the woman he loves the secret of his
stammer. Can he risk being open? As the memories of his stammering flood

his thoughts, he must choose. Will he tell her, or once again let it remain
UNSPOKEN?

The play addresses 5 themes which people who stammer and speech
therapists will recognise-

e The feeling of being different from others.
e The feeling of vulnerability that often accompanies a stammer.

e The issue that each person has a choice in how they manage and live
with their individual weaknesses.

e The compromises that an individual makes in order to minimise
what other people see of their stammer.

e The burden of experience or memory — how we all choose to
remember times gone by which can then define and limit how we
live.’

WARNING: The play contains some strong language

Please note that both performances will be filmed, however the video and /
or audio recording of these performances by any audience member is strictly
prohibited.






